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The  object  of  this  communication  is  to  show  the  great  re- 
sources of  nature  in  remedying  an  extensive  chasm  and  de- 
formity therefrom,  from  the  loss  of  the  two  first  incisor  teeth; 
the  alveolar  socket ; and  a portion  of  the  palate. 

In  the  month  of  August  1806,  M.  N.  then  a boy  about 
eleven  years  of  age,  was  thrown  from  a horse  with  great  vio- 
lence upon  his  head  and  face  ; he  was  stunned  by  the  accident, 
and  upon  recovering  himself  found  his  mouth  much  hurt,  the 
two  front  incisors  of  the  upper  jaw  knocked  out,  and  a large 
wound  in  the  under  lip  through  which  he  could  thrust  his 
tongue  : he  lost  a considerable  quantity  of  blood,  and  was, 
upon  his  arrival  at  home,  placed  under  the  care  of  a surgeon, 
who  attended  him  for  upwards  of  six  weeks,  when  the  external 
wound  was  sufficiently  healed  to  admit  of  his  going  to  school 
again.  During  the  above  period,  and  afterwards,  he  had  several 
portions  of  bone  removed  from  the  upper  jaw  and  palate. 
The  breathing  through  the  nostrils  was  nearly  obstructed  ; and 
he  has  subsequently  been  constantly  obliged  to  sleep  with  his 
mouth  open.  He  came  to  London  about  fifteen  months  after- 
wards ; but  as  the  roof  of  the  mouth  was  well,  and  the  ob- 
struction in  the  nostrils  considered  irremediable,  it  was  left  to 
take  its  own  course,  until  nearly  five  years  had  elapsed,  when, 
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in  consequence  of  his  breath  being  extremely  offensive  to  him- 
self and  friends,  and  his  fancying  that  by  passing  his  little 
finger  into  the  right  nostril  he  could  perceive  a portion  of  loose 
bone,  he  was  induced  to  apply  to  a surgeon,  who  attempted  to 
remove  it,  but  without  success  ; and  considering  it  as  an  ex- 
foliation, he  advised  suitable  applications,  and  desisted  from 
further  attempts  to  extract  it  for  some  months ; but  finding  all 
future  trials  equally  unsuccessful,  he  recommended  him  pa- 
tiently to  wait  until  nature  had  made  farther  progress  in  de- 
taching what  hitherto  appeared  a considerable  portion  of  the 
bony  palate.  The  foetor  of  his  breath  became  daily  more 
disagreeable,  so  as  frequently,  and  especially  in  the  summer 
months,  to  be  almost  insupportable  to  himself  and  those  who 
came  within  a few  paces  of  him.  In  July  1816,  he  became 
my  patient ; when,  with  some  difficulty,  and  giving  him  no 
small  degree  of  pain,  I succeeded  in  removing  one  of  the 
permanent  incisors  from  the  right  nostril,  somewhat  carious. 
I could  also  with  a probe  perceive  other  carious  parts,  but 
they  appeared  so  firmly  attached,  and  the  attempt  to  remove 
them  caused  so  much  pain,  that  I deemed  it  more  prudent  at 
that  time  to  desist.  I have  since  been  deterred  two  or  three 
times  by  similar  obstacles;  but  on  the  21st  of  June  last,  after 
using  considerable  force  and  occasioning  much  haemorrhage,  I 
had  the  satisfaction  of  bringing  away  the  other  incisor  from 
the  same  situation  as  the  former,  and  with  it  every  thing  un- 
pleasant has  disappeared.  The  teeth  are  of  large  size,  and 
appear  to  have  been  driven  perpendicularly  upwards : they 
completely  filled  up  the  right  nostril  anteriorly,  and  had  forced 
the  septum  narium  to  the  left  side,  so  as  to  obstruct  that  pas- 
sage also ; though  nothing  was  visible  on  external  examination, 
except  in  particularly  favourable  positions  of  light;  and  then 
only  a small  portion  of  carious  bone,  full  an  inch  and  a half 
from  the  nasal  orifice.  The  palate  of  the  mouth,  &c.  has 
long  been  well ; the  two  lateral  incisors  have  approximated 
closely  to  each  other;  and  the  general  contour  of  the  jaw  hai 
»o  little  appearance  of  deformity,  that  no  person,  except  a 
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surgeou  or  dentist,  would  distinguish  any  defect  in  it.  The 
cut,  through  which  the  tongue  was  protruded  in  the  under  lip, 
has  not  quite  so  favourable  an  appearance,  and  there  is  a hori- 
zontal scar  nearly  the  whole  length  of  the  lip,  with  consider- 
able irregularity  and  prominence  at  the  left  angle  of  the 
mouth. 

He  is  now  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  the  teeth  have 
remained  in  their  preternatural  situation  ten  years  and  ten 
months.  He  has  been  occasionally  subject  to  attacks  of  hemi- 
crania  (and  loss  of  appetite  from  the  offensive  discharge  and 
foetor  of  the  breath),  but  in  other  respects  he  has  enjoyed 
good  health.  In  relating  this  case,  I beg  it  to  be  understood, 
that  I have  merely  mentioned  his  having  been  under  the 
care  of  other  surgeons,  to  account  for  his  bearing  so  long  his 
uncomfortable  situation  with  such  apparent  apathy. 

Since  this  case  came  within  my  observation,  I have  advised 
the  removal  of  irregular  teeth  in  the  mouths  of  females,  and 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  cases  terminate  in  a few 
months  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties,  although  in  one  or 
two  instances  my  opinion  had  been  opposed  by  dentists  of  the 
first  reputation. 


